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A reflection for Sunday 21 June 2020, Trinity 2 
by Revd Tracy Jessop 
 
 
Matthew 10:24-39  
 
24 “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the 
slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 
Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 
26 “So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I 
say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the 
hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows. 
32 “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33 but whoever denies me 
before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have 
not come to bring peace, but a sword. 
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; 
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; 38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. 
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In today’s gospel reading Jesus tells his apostles about the cost of 
discipleship.  We hear a warning that Christianity is not an easy life.  In 
fact, in taking a stand for Christ you may be mocked, betrayed by your 
family, and even persecuted because of the very name of Jesus. 

And then Jesus really rams home the point when he tells us he did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword that will divide.  This is in direct 
contrast to the images that we see of a mild and gentle Jesus carrying a 
lamb or welcoming everybody, and what about his teaching of 
forgiveness and turning the other cheek. It’s a tough message to hear, 
yet what if this sword that Jesus talks about gets us to the heart of the 
Gospel?   

Jesus is killed for what he says and does. He challenges the status quo, 
speaks truth to power, calls out injustices and offends the powerful 
factions who rule over the people. The Roman authorities respond to 
Jesus as a threat to public order and he is crucified.  Jesus ends up on a 
cross, and when he tells us that the disciples are not above their 
teacher, he is offering us a cross like his own.  This will be the cost of 
following him. 

Is Jesus encouraging violence? We need to remember the context 
when this verse was written.  In the first century it was unheard of that 
people would make decisions that separated them from their families. 
The arrival of Jesus, the real presence of Christianity brings a 
watershed moment where choices are made.  Jesus brings a dividing 
sword of death and resurrection.  A choice which might separate 
people at the heart of households. Son against father, daughter against 
mother, brothers against sister and so on.   This can be the cost of 
following Jesus.  

If you remember Peter, he tried to defend Jesus using a sword and cut 
off the ear of a guard in the garden at Gethsemane…yet Jesus 
commanded him to put his sword away. Jesus never tells his followers 
to wage war on everyone else, and certainly not on one’s family.  The 
physical sword pierces flesh and bone and takes life.  The spiritual 
sword that Jesus wields is one that pierces and heals the human heart 
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and is a giver of life. Following Jesus becomes an act of resuscitation for 
the world and resurrection for the kingdom.    

I know which sword I prefer.  How about you? 

The sword that Jesus brings, challenges us to follow in his ways.  The 
dividing sword encourages us to be counter-cultural, to swim against 
the tide, make choices and be prepared to be unpopular.   

What kind of things do I mean?   

 those who refuse and deport refugees and those who welcome 
them 

 those who build walls, and those who oppose them 

 those who want to save the world from destruction from human 
hands and those who destroy and use it for wealth and power 

 those who will take no action when sisters and brothers are 
oppressed and those who are prepared to lament and make 
change happen 

 those who speak up against evil like racism and homophobia, and 
those who watch, stay silent as humanity is eroded. 

God’s commitment to us in unquestionable. Do you trust God?  If we 
are willing to be in the house of God and be an active disciple, then 
which part did we expect to be easy? We are warned repeatedly that it 
will be hard. We will suffer, just as God suffers with us. But God has 
ruthless loyalty to us…God sees each sparrow that falls and knows the 
higher  value of each of us, and every hair on our head.  This 
reassurance of God’s love compels us, and gives us the strength and 
resilience to live for others.  

Our world is troubled.  There is evil and danger in it, but not the evil 
and danger that we learn to fear around us through our own ignorance. 
We are taught to fear the stranger, not to love but fear those with a 
different skin colour or follow a different religion or speak a different 
language.  
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Jesus recognized fear to be the driving force that would paralyze us.  
For the sake of humanity the gospel must be proclaimed from the 
rooftops, for the gospel proclaimed and lived is the most powerful tool 
at our disposal against the evil of this world. 

I’m going to finish with a quote from Dr Martin Luther King Jnr from 
1967 that sadly, speaks so much to us still today: 

"If we are to have peace on earth, our loyalties must become ecumenical 
rather than sectional. Our loyalties must transcend our race, our tribe, our 
class, and our nation; and this means we must develop a world perspective." 

"There comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor 
politic, nor popular, but we must take it because conscience tells us it is 
right.” 

Amen.  

 


