
 

 

Romans 12:9-end 
9 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love 
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 
honor. 11 Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice 
in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the 
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15 Rejoice 
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in harmony 
with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not 
claim to be wiser than you are. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but 
take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far 
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge 
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 No, “if your enemies 
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; 
for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Matthew 16:21-end 
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, 
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, 
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are 
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those 
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 
my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole 
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 
Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I 
tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before 
they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
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A reflection for Trinity 12 by The Revd Tracy Jessop 

Readings: Romans 12.9-end, Matthew 16:21-end 

I d like to start by asking you a question.   I want you to think and try to 
identify one big thing that's going on.  Something important to you, that 
matters to you.  Is something that you want to talk about, and you have a 
strong opinion about.  It might keep you awake at night.  It could be a 
personal thing, a world event or concern.  It might be political, social or 
environmental.  It could be difficult for you to think of only one thing – 
but I hope you can. 

Now I have a follow-up question.  How does your relationship with God 
influence how you see or respond to the situation that you've identified 
as your one big thing ?  How does this one hour a week of public 
worship where we share in the words of scripture, say prayers together, 
perhaps take the body and blood of Christ when we are together in 
church…how does that influence and guide your thinking and actions? 

What happens during the other 167 hours of the week when we are 
living in the world, having gone in peace to love and serve the Lord the 
previous Sunday.  

Yesterday was the 57th anniversary of Dr Martin Luther King's famous I 
Have a Dream speech in Washington.  On that day in 1963,  200,000 
people gathered peaceably to demand equal justice for all citizens under 
the law.  They were uplifted by the emotional strength of Dr King s 
speech where he emphasized his faith that all men regardless of race 
would someday be brothers.  That all men were created equal and that 
places rife with injustices and the practice of oppression would be 
transformed into oases of freedom and justice. You will know that dream 
hasn’t yet been fulfilled. 

Writing much earlier than 1963, Paul's letter to the Romans tells us we 
are to let our love be genuine.  To abhor what is evil and hold fast to 
what is good.  We are to love one another with mutual affection and he 
goes on to say we are to extend hospitality to strangers,  to rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.  Paul doesn't say ignore, 



 

3 

argue with, discredit, exploit, silence or even murder people.  Welcome, 
rejoice and weep.   When any member of the body of Christ suffers, we 
all suffer.   

There are thousands of migrants risking their lives each day.... human 
cargo bobbing about in the Mediterranean and the English Channel as I 
speak....waiting to be offered hospitality and welcomed as a stranger, 
exactly as Jesus was 2000 years ago.  Five years ago this week, images of 
the body of 3 year old Aylan Kurdi washed up on a beach at Bodrum in 
Turkey caused international outrage.  He was trying to escape the war in 
Syria. Last week a 15 year old Sudanese boy was washed up on the beach 
in Calais.   Lord, have mercy. 

Today's gospel reading asks us to deny ourselves,  to take up our cross 
and follow Jesus.  What does this mean?   

I believe Jesus is asking us to live our lives as though we are living in the 
full and gracious reign of God, to be willing to go where Jesus goes.   To 
people and places we may not choose, may not understand even.  To the 
margins to help the vulnerable, the oppressed, the weaker and the 
poorer.  To speak up for injustices and not to ignore the plight of those 
who suffer.  To search for the truth in situations and help to make this 
world we live in the best place it can be. 

When we gather each week, we come to worship the God made known 
to us in the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A God 
whose power is revealed in suffering love.  A God of the cross.  Do my 
actions,  do your actions in this world align with the interests and actions 
of God? If we exercise God s truth in our words, actions and deeds, what 
does this look like in your life? Does it challenge us? Are we called to do 
differently? 

If we live out the Gospel, deny ourselves and live as Christ himself did on 
earth,  it means sharing our bread with the hungry,  freeing one another 
from injustice, offering the homeless shelter and satisfying the needs of 
the least of us. That might look like signing petitions, writing to MPs, 
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financially supporting causes, challenging views that aren’t of the Gospel 
as we speak out. 

Archbishop Helder Kamara of Brazil said When I give food to the poor, 
they call me a Saint. When I ask why there are poor, they call me a 
Communist.’    We may not always be popular but being a Christian isn t 
a popularity contest.  If we set our minds on the divine, we are offered 
the chance to find our true selves.  

In hearing the challenge of Jesus today to take up our cross, deny 
ourselves and follow him - ask yourself - how does the way you live, 
decisions, lifestyle choices, actions and opinions- how do these impact on 
the ability of others to live the life that God intends for all of us. Does it 
change anything about how you might approach your one big thing?   

My prayer is that in the coming days you will be able to give this some 
serious thought.  How can we deny ourselves, and take up our cross 
daily?   How can we welcome and rejoice and weep with the whole 
people of God.   

Amen.  


