
Reflection – Matthew 25:14-30 
 
There’s a well known saying, actually from the letter of Timothy, that reminds 
us that we came into this world with nothing.   
 
I guess that’s pretty much true in a practical sense; we arrive naked and 
totally vulnerable, dependent on others for everything.  But in another very 
real sense we arrive with far more than nothing.  We arrive with the gifts and 
the talents that God gives us, equipping us for the journey ahead, the tasks he 
has for us and purpose he sees for our life.   
 
Some seem truly blessed with gifts in music, or art.  Others excel at maths or 
science.  Still others gifts of organisation or a way of inspiring others. Some 
have less quantifiable gifts, but maybe the most useful – gifts like faith or 
courage, kindness or love. 
 
When we are young, we have a tendency to look at others and wish for the 
gifts they have.  When I was six, I sat with two other girls in my class.  One was 
already clearly a gifted artist, able to use just a few strokes of a pencil to 
create anything we asked her to draw.  The other was incredibly good at 
maths, working at problems the older classes struggled with.  I envied both 
talents then, and probably still do now if I’m honest.  My teachers – all nuns – 
assured us that we all had talents, we just had to find them.   
 
They were right of course.  Everyone in that class, that school, that town; 
everyone everywhere is gifted by God in some way.  Maybe not in the ways 
we would have chosen, but undoubtedly in the way most needed for the plan 
God has for our lives.  And as we grow and develop, so do the gifts we have 
been given.  The challenge is to remember where the gifts came from and 
what they are given for.  Not always easy when they often bring careers and 
lifestyles and all the other things that can pull us away rather than towards 
God. 
 
Our Gospel reading today reminds us that what matters is not what our gifts 
are, but how we use them.  Whatever God has given us is, in truth, not really 
ours.  As the lovely prayer we sometimes use at the Offertory on a Sunday 
reminds us ‘All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.’   
 
God gives to each of us exactly what is needed to carry out his work in this 
world.   
 
But our reading also reminds us that we are accountable for how we have 
used what we have been given.  And while the parable seems harsh on first 
reading, with the last servant being cast out for failing to double his talents, 



on reflection it would seem that his failing was not a lack of achievement, but 
the fact that he didn’t even try.  Rather than trusting that his master would 
honour his efforts, he gave up before he’d even started. 
 
We are called to use what we have been given to serve God.   
 
To work for the coming of his kingdom on earth.   
 
To take our gifts, our talents, and all that they bring us and offer them back to 
the God who gave them to us in the first place, trusting that he will honour 
our efforts and work through them for the good of the creation he loves, 
delighting always in the efforts of his good and faithful servants. 
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