THE WROXHAM
BENEFICE
Sunday 12th December 2021
Third Sunday of Advent
New COVID guidelines now require you to wear a mask while you are
in the church, unless you are exempt. Please use the hand sanitiser and
be aware of the space you give to each other. You are invited to use the
NHS Test and Trace QR Code
During the service you will be invited to stand at certain times.
This simply reflects the usual tradition of our churches, but please feel
free to remain seated if you would prefer.
Sunday Services
December 12th 8.30am Hoveton St John
10am Hoveton St John

Holy Communion
Benefice Carol Service

December 19th 10am

Wroxham

Holy Communion

December 26th 10am

Wroxham

Holy Communion (Said)

*Services for Christmas are outlined later in this sheet.*
Please note that, due to changes in the COVID situation, the Christingle
services at Belaugh and Wroxham have had to be cancelled.
The Carol Service at Tunstead is no longer being led by Tunstead School,
but will go ahead on Wednesday 15th at 5pm.
We apologise for any disappointment.
For Home Communions, Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals, please contact
the Rector Revd Elizabeth Jump 01603 784150 rector@wroxhambenefice.org

For our Prayers
All those who ask for our prayers
Helen Dellar, Margaret Wheeler, Claire Firrell, Queenie Whayman,
Ros Durrant, Alyssa, Simon, Bonnie Davies, Bob Shaw, Christine
Goodhew, Pauline Willis, Joan Willis, Lilian Pointer, Richard Wilson,
Alan Chambers, Edward Minster, George Whitefoot
All who have died recently
Janice Shepherd
All whose anniversaries occur at this time
Daisy Mitchell, Allan Carter, Elsie Fairhead
_______________________________________

Forthcoming Events
Services for Christmas

December 12th 10am

Hoveton St John

Benefice Carol Service

December 15th 5.00pm Tunstead

Carol Service with
Wroxham Praise

December 17th 7.30pm Wroxham

Carols by Candlelight

December 24th 11.30pm Wroxham

Midnight Mass

December 25th 10am

Hoveton St John

Holy Communion

December 26th 10am

Wroxham

Holy Communion (Said)

Carols at Tunstead
Do come along to the Carol Evening at Tunstead
on Wednesday 15th December at 5pm.
We will sing carols with Wroxham Praise,
and hear a variety of readings – Bible and others.
All followed by mulled wine and mince pies!

Bishop Graham has written a pastoral letter to reassure, encourage
and give his emphasis on the latest Covid guidance.
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Throughout the pandemic we have sought as a diocese to be alert
to the most vulnerable in our communities and follow the national
advice amongst our church communities. Whilst it is hugely
frustrating that the Government’s Plan B has had to be put in place,
it is there to help protect us and our neighbours.
I know this will lead to further uncertainties and anxieties,
especially around events during the Christmas season, and the
need to update risk assessments. Many are already exhausted and
this will feel a heavy blow. Thank you for all that you are doing to
ensure that our churches are as safe as possible.
Wearing face masks is now mandatory in all places of worship,
except for those people with exemptions (including when leading
aspects of the service). Whilst face masks can be removed for
singing, the other bishops, archdeacons and I recommend strongly
that face masks are still worn when singing, except by members of
choirs who should be well spaced apart. I hope that wearing face
masks, and the fact that many have had three vaccine injections,
will give people confidence to continue to be part of our
worshipping life in our churches, though many will choose to join
online.
Covid ‘passports’ are not required to attend worship, though we
would recommend members of congregations are encouraged to
do regular lateral flow tests, preferably before attending worship.
Thank you for all that you do, especially in sharing the message of
hope that illuminates the stable of Bethlehem and is so needed by
each of us and the whole world.
With every blessing as we approach Christmas.
+Graham Norvic:

Diocesan Resources for Advent
Advent Calendar
Don't forget the Diocese of Norwich Digital Advent Calendar starts
on Sunday 28 November. Each of its 27 digital doors will reveal
someone from our diocese, sharing the way in which they pray. Get
each day of the Calendar sent directly to your inbox by subscribing
now at www.DofN.org/advent.

Advent Reflections
Sunday reflections throughout Advent written by Susanna Gunner
A painting, a short reflection and a prayer are offered to make
connections between aspects of our waiting in Advent and the
global pandemic which, this year, is inescapably our context for
that anticipation. Please share them with others and perhaps print
out for a friend or neighbour who is not online.
https://www.dioceseofnorwich.org/resource/advent-reflections/

COLLECT AND READINGS
COLLECT
God for whom we watch and wait,
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of your Son:
give us courage to speak the truth,
to hunger for justice,
and to suffer for the cause of right,
with Jesus Christ our Lord.
OLD TESTAMENT Zephaniah 3.14–end
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgements against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors

at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.

NEW TESTAMENT Philippians 4.4–7
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
GOSPEL Luke 3.7–18
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by
him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not
begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at
the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’

And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In
reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share
with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do
likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they
asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them,
‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for
you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’
He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your
wages.’
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying,
‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful
than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.’
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good
news to the people.

POST COMMUNION
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.

